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Dear Fellow Congregants, 

It is hard to believe that December has descended upon us 
already.  Just how did that happen so quickly?  Certainly we 
are in full swing in dealing with all that it takes to make the 

Temple run.   

The Finance Committee has been serving in an above-and-beyond capacity in an 
attempt to maintain balance in every way in all that we offer.  The economic cli-
mate of this country is having a profound effect on Temple Sinai as it touches 
each one of us. We have a qualified group of people who are struggling with mak-
ing a diligent effort to keep us afloat, which takes the help of all of us on an on-
going basis. The reality is that certain cutbacks will be inevitable.  This group, led 
capably by Julie Rescigno and her committee, and comprised of Nancy Singer, 
Elaine Eldred, Laura Poster and Carole Corngold, has spent untold hours, days and 
weeks, in conjunction with our Administrator, Donna Newcomb, in the painstak-
ing task of exacting, line by line, our current budget items.  This was done in or-
der to make necessary cutback recommendations to the Board as to how we should 
proceed in the best possible way.  We owe a great deal of thanks and appreciation 
to this dedicated group for all their efforts on our behalf.   

The Ways and Means Committee is hard at work on our major fundraiser of the 
year, in addition to other planned events.  Those of you who were fortunate 
enough to have attended the event held last year where you enjoyed the perform-
ance of Randy and Marilyn of Rodeo Drive Productions doing vignettes of Broad-
way shows and featured Phantom Of The Opera, got a taste of things to come. This 
year, they will entertain you in an exciting evening of Cabaret and fine dining of 
the highest caliber. We will need the support of every one support of every one support of every one support of every one of you to make this the 
success we want and need it to be! 

SAVE THE DATE:  APRIL 25, 2009 SAVE THE DATE:  APRIL 25, 2009 SAVE THE DATE:  APRIL 25, 2009 SAVE THE DATE:  APRIL 25, 2009 ----   TEMPLE SINAI SPRING SOIREE!!!  TEMPLE SINAI SPRING SOIREE!!!  TEMPLE SINAI SPRING SOIREE!!!  TEMPLE SINAI SPRING SOIREE!!!    

For all 80 of you who attended the most successful first gathering of the “Kvellers 
and Kvetchers” party, you know just what a rousing  time was had by all. For 
those of you who were unable to attend, December 6, 2008 will be your next 
chance.  As there is a cost to the temple, there will be a $5.00 donation per person 
and we will have a check in table in the lobby.  All food must be already placed 
upon your serving platters, plates, dishes, etc. and brought through the front door, 
in order to eliminate the descent upon the kitchen. Your name tag, food item, and 
fee, will be taken care of at that time. 

The excitement of the evening was contagious and the anticipation of the next 
one, was great.  I am so very pleased to have welcomed all of you.  What a terrific 
way to show off your Temple home to potential members!  Bring your friends and 
guests with you and introduce them to us. 

Let’s keep Temple Sinai alive and well as we continue to walk together. 
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PENSION PROTECTION APENSION PROTECTION APENSION PROTECTION APENSION PROTECTION ACT OF 2006 EXTENDED!CT OF 2006 EXTENDED!CT OF 2006 EXTENDED!CT OF 2006 EXTENDED!!!!!    
For the 2008-2009 tax years, IRA owners who are age 70-1/2  or older can make a TAX TAX TAX TAX 
FREEFREEFREEFREE donation directly to a charity of up to $100,000 from an IRA instead of taking a 
taxable distribution.  The tax-free donation can be counted toward satisfying your re-
quired minimum distribution (RMD) for the year. 
Please remember TEMPLE SINAI when making the most of your charitable contributions 
this year.  It is that time of year to start planning to take advantage of year-end tax de-
ductions.  Please remember to consult your tax advisor for more information on what this 
new law means for your specific situation. 
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On Hanukah 

What is Hanukah?  Often we think of Hanukah as the war of the good guys (Judah and the Maccabees) against the 
bad guys (the Greek Syrians) who tried to impose their culture on the Jews.  But Hanukah is much more than that.  

The greatness of Hanukah lies in the fact that though the Books of the Maccabees were not included into our Bible, this is the only 
post-Biblical holiday to be incorporated into our sacred calendar. 

Though Hanukah centers around war, there is a deeper lesson for us to learn.  This struggle did not simply involve the Jews and 
Greek Syrians.  Because Jews seem never to take up the sword willingly, the Jewish community split itself into four groups: moder-
ates or Pharisees; the Hasmoneans or priests; the Hassidism or spiritual purists; and the Hellenizers or assimilationists.  The two 
dominant camps that emerged were the Pharisees and the Hasmoneans.  They were split on the issue of religion and state, with the 
Pharisees opting for separation.  The Hasmoneans insisted on uniting government with priesthood. 

The challenge of Hanukah is to act as the Pharisees did by “exercising the moral independence to temper the natural excesses of 
political power to repeat the Hasmonean error.”  The Pharisees (rabbis) taught us that the celebration of Hanukah was not merely the 
celebration of a military victory but the dedication of Jewish sovereignty tempered by our independent moral tradition.   

Happy Hanukah!! 
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HANUKAH SERVICE FOR THE HOMEHANUKAH SERVICE FOR THE HOMEHANUKAH SERVICE FOR THE HOMEHANUKAH SERVICE FOR THE HOME    

The Festival of Hanukah begins Sunday evening, December 21.  During the eight days, the candles are kindled every night.   

On the first night, one light is lit, beginning on the far right of the Menorah.  On each succeeding night,  

a light is added to the left of those on the preceding night, and the kindling proceeds from left to right.   

Each day these two blessings are recited. 

 
Ba-ruch a-tah A-doh-nai Eh-lo-hay-nu me-lech ha-oh-lahm ah-sher kid-shah-nu b’mitz-voh-tav v’tsee-vah-nu l’had’leek nayr shel 

Cha-nu-kah.  Blessed are you Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, Who has sanctified us with our commandments  

and ordained that we kindle the Hanukah light. 

 
Bar-ruch-a-tah A-doh-nai Eh-lo-hay-nu me-lech hah-oh-lahm she-ah-sah ni-seem lah-ah-vo-tay-nu bah-yah-meem ha-haym 

baz-man hah-zeh.  Blessed are you, Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe,  

Who did wondrous things for our ancestors in days of old at this season. 

The following blessing is added on the first night of Hanukah only. 

 
Ba-ruch a-tah A-doh-nai Eh-lo-hay-nu me-lech ha-oh lahm she-heh-che-yah-nu v’kee’y’mah-nu v’hi-gee-yah-nu  

lah-z’mahn hah-zeh.  Blessed are you, Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, Who has granted us life, sustained us,  

and brought us to this happy season. 



In honor of Jewish Social Action Month, your Temple Sinai Social Action Committee has chosen to launch 
plans for a community-wide Mitzvah Day.  Under the direction of Sandy Banner and Gail Jacobs, our Mitz-
vah Day for this season will be a “green” Mitzvah Day, and will fall on Tu’ B’Shevat.  Please save the date: 
Sunday, February 8, 2009. 

Sandy and Gail are in the process of identifying sites within our community that will benefit from our efforts.  Our congre-
gants have the opportunity to choose from a variety of projects that cater to diverse interests and ages.  More details will be 
coming your way very soon! 
At the foundation of our faith lies the importance of acts of loving kindness.  God calls on us to make our world a holier, 
more just and caring place.  We are delighted to add our voices to this call which echoes the voice of our tradition.  We invite 
our Temple Sinai congregants to help and support our efforts on Mitzvah Day, as always. 
May our efforts bring peace and blessing upon Temple Sinai and our community. 
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Marcia Marcia Marcia Marcia     
Social Action Chairperson 

There is a popular Israeli song called Al Kol Eleh which was written by the late Naomi Shemer.  
The message of this song is that life is never all good or all bad.  We need to recognize that 
in all things there is positive and negative.  God will guard us through bitter and sweet. I 
found myself thinking about this song in the weeks following last month’s elections.  
No matter how you feel about the outcome, it appears that Americans have set an example for 

the rest of the world, and for that we can be proud.  Watching my 12-year-old son learn firsthand that our political 
system can work really well renewed my faith in that very system.  Truly, I believe that in America, most kids his age 
wouldn’t even think twice about the race or color of a particular candidate.  To them, it isn’t an issue at all. In other 
countries, the idea of a person from a minority group in the position of high office is very threatening.  People in those coun-
tries can now look at the example set by the United States.  We have shown the world that we value the idea that the candi-
date best suited to meet the challenges of the job should win the election. A simple concept, yet in reality it is difficult for so 
many countries to achieve.  We have also shown our children that they can achieve whatever goals they strive for, if they 
work hard, and that their race or color has zero impact on their potential.  Though I am especially happy about the example 
we set as Americans, the election results for Proposition 8 have put me in a difficult position with regard to my interfaith ac-
tivities in our community.  As many of you know, in my tenure at Temple Sinai, I have worked closely with The Mid-Valley 
Interfaith Council; I have made many friends over the past 11 years and though I don’t always see “eye to eye” with everyone, 
we manage to work together to achieve our goals, and build bridges between our faith communities.   
 
Sadly, with the passage of Proposition 8 last month, I am seeing a rift develop within the group, and it’s difficult to see 
how it can be healed anytime soon. Some congregations in the group have many gay and lesbian members who are feeling 
the pain of having newly-granted civil rights revoked. These congregations have a philosophy of unity and acceptance.  Like 
all churches, they are in existence to protect and support their members.  Other congregations in the interfaith council have 
had their clergy and leadership use their influence from the pulpit to get their congregations to vote for Prop. 8.  They also 
used their financial resources, not to mention the distribution of printed materials to support changing the California Consti-
tution to revoke the right of same sex couples to marry.  To me, this issue is not about individual religious views, or religious 
philosophy or the opinions of individual voters. This right was granted by our courts and people in positions of power and 
influence under the guise of religious values targeted their congregations to take away the civil rights of others. There is an 
elephant in the room now, and I won’t hide behind pleasantries with those who use their power to perpetuate discrimination 
against homosexuals anymore.  I find myself in the position of needing to support those who are being unfairly targeted for 
discrimination.  In the coming months, I will carefully choose my interfaith associations and participate as my conscience 
dictates. A bitter pill to swallow, but I am hopeful that these types of prejudices will go the way of other types of prejudice we 
seem to have overcome in the past 50 years.  Bless the bitter and the sweet. 
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� HANK YOU!!! to everyone who came out for the 2nd Annual Poker Tournament!  Between tables of Poker and 
Majongg, six tables of gaming went on late into the night.  Special thanks to Jack Edelman and his crew for 
pulling off another great program.  The American Cancer Society’s Annual Relay for Life raised $20,000 more 

than last year.  Our Brotherhood sponsored Sinai team was part of that success! 

Sunday Football in the Foyer continues to draw folks in to sit and visit on Sunday morning.  We always have a nice spread of re-
freshments and between Brotherhood, Religious School kids and drop’n-off/pick’n-up parents, we always seem to clear the table!  
Stop by on the 7th and 14th of December and join us for some fellowship. 

We have a General Meeting at 9:30 on the 14th of December.  We’ll discuss budget, upcoming programs, brainstorm on new ideas for 
2009, and share some bagels.  Afterward, stay and visit in the Foyer.  Help us pursue worthwhile enterprises and share your ideas 
and shape the direction that Brotherhood takes into the future. 
Below is the list of current members.  We need to double this number by year’s end!  Wives, implore your husbands!  More men 
means more fellowship and bigger events.  Help us to create opportunities for men to explore and celebrate the male Jewish spirit in 
an atmosphere of fellowship.  Join Brotherhood to make a hands-on contribution and to enhance your affiliation with the Temple 
and your own Jewish life. 
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Name______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone_________________________________ E-Mail______________________________________________________  
I’d be interested in participating in:  
� Sunday Football in the Foyer � Poker/Game Nights  � Bike Rides  � Hikes 
� Trips to Car Shows  � Fly Remote Control Planes � “Souper”Bowl Party � Purim Carnival Volunteer 
� Costume Optional Passover � Exodus Dinner in the Desert � BBQs   � Ushering 
� Topical Speakers  � Movie Nights   � Other_________________________________________ 
 
Membership Year:  July 08-June 09 

 
$ 36 Regular Membership 
$ 72 Hoopoe Membership (The Hoopoe is Israel’s National Bird!) 
$180  Lifetime Membership 
$ 18 Sustaining Membership (Current Lifetime Members only) 
Make checks payable to “Brotherhood of Temple SinaiBrotherhood of Temple SinaiBrotherhood of Temple SinaiBrotherhood of Temple Sinai” 
All new Lifetime and Hoopoe Memberships will receive a snazzy Brotherhood Baseball Hat and our sincere thanks! 

  

HoopoeHoopoeHoopoeHoopoe    
     Eric Cowle  

Kurt Hough 
RegularRegularRegularRegular    

Bud Booke 
Henry Brockman 

Dale Cowle 
Jack Edelman 

Joseph Fayerman 
Nate Friedman 
David Goldberg 
Fred Hausworth 

RegularRegularRegularRegular    
Gordon Kramer 
Alan Lehmann 

Merv Lemmerman 
Gabriel Lubel 

Bob Miller 
Edwin Rudetsky 

Ed Singer 
Matt Werner 

Lifetime SustainingLifetime SustainingLifetime SustainingLifetime Sustaining    
Saul Jacobs 

Steve Manning 

BROTHERHOOD MEMBERSBROTHERHOOD MEMBERSBROTHERHOOD MEMBERSBROTHERHOOD MEMBERS    
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Shalom Temple Sinai Families, 

I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving with your  
families!  On October 26th we started a new class for the Post- 
Confirmation age group. The idea for this class came from the 

wonderful enthusiasm of Zachary Lehmann, Samantha Fletcher and Angela 
Monetathchi, who wanted to continue their Jewish  education past confirmation. The 
families of these students should be proud of the commitment and enthusiasm they 
have instilled in their children.   The Rabbi and Cantor Beth are both very enthusiastic about continuing this class.  Cantor Beth has a 
wonderful talent for thinking outside of the box when it comes to helping me plan programs. We kicked off the first class by watch-
ing the movie “Don’t Mess with the Zohan.” We discussed with the kids about Israeli stereotypes in the media and how they affect 
politics. The students also learned about all the different ways to get to Israel for free. We offer this class once a month on Sunday 
evenings. The next one will be December 14th,  5:30 p.m. at Cantor Beth’s home in Rancho Mirage. I encourage anyone with teens in 
the 11th or 12th grade to check it out! 
Also some reminders for December: 
� � Friday, December 5th, we have our family service and potluck. 
� � Sunday, December 7th, we have an Open House for Religious School starting at 11:30 a.m. Each grade will make a presentation 

on something they are learning in the classroom. Then, parents will have the chance to hear from teachers on curriculum, text-
books and school policies. 

� � Tuesday, December 9th, we will have a Family Education Night for Sinai Teen Academy, where parents will have the opportu-
nity to learn a hot topic in Judaism with their teens. 

Winter break is from Sunday December 21st- Monday, January 5th.  As always, feel free to stop by my office with any questions or 
feedback.  See you soon at Temple Sinai!�

" #$ � �� � � �  � %&� ' � � 	 	 
 � � (� ) � * � � � * � � � � � � � �

One of the qualities that I enjoy so much in preschool age children is their innocence.  
They are untainted and view the world through eyes that reflect love.  Preschoolers 
enjoy unhurried days of milk and cookies and afternoon naps.  They have no time 
limits and can make time each day to enjoy small wonders such as ants crawling 
across the sidewalk.  Young children find joy in the miracles of rain pounding on the 

pavement and the rainbow that appears after a storm.  They look past the color of one’s skin, race, re-
ligion, and gender and into one’s heart.  Children know instinctively who to trust, and they find com-
fort in soothing voices and hugs.  Status and wealth mean nothing to a child.  What is important to a child is 
what is in one’s heart.  We could all live a happier life if we viewed life through the eyes of a child.  
“While we try to teach our children all about life, our children teach us what life is all about.”  
Angela Schwindt 

Tikvah Preschool is accepting enrollment for children 2-5 years of age.  We provide a meaningful 
learning environment in a loving setting.  Please give me a call at 568-6779 to arrange a school 
tour.  Thank you to the Temple Sinai community for your continued support of our school. 
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On Thursday, December 18th at 10:00 a.m. at the Temple, The Sinai Singles will celebrate 
Hanukah with a luncheon that includes potato latkes and all the trimmings.  The cost is 
$10.00 per person for  non-members, and $8.00 per person for members.  Reservations are Reservations are Reservations are Reservations are 
necessary and must be made by December 10th.necessary and must be made by December 10th.necessary and must be made by December 10th.necessary and must be made by December 10th. Please  call Marcia for your reservation 
at 360-3230. This is a time for Tzedakah, so please bring a can of food to help our Food 
Bank.  
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Bar Mitzvah ofBar Mitzvah ofBar Mitzvah ofBar Mitzvah of     
Bradley LeiserowitzBradley LeiserowitzBradley LeiserowitzBradley Leiserowitz    
December 13, 2008December 13, 2008December 13, 2008December 13, 2008    
Hello! My name is Bradley Evan Leiserowitz.  I was born in Austin, Texas on November 18, 
1995.  I moved to Rancho Mirage in August, 2005, with my Mom, Dad, sister Amanda and loving dogs, 
Tessie and Buddy.  We now have two more loving dogs in our family, Oreo and Lucky!  I am in the sev-
enth grade at Marywood-Palm Valley School where I am on the honor roll.  I enjoy playing basketball and 
I love computer games.  My religious education began in Austin when I attended Austin Jewish Academy.  
In Palm Desert, I attended Jewish Community School of the Desert for two years.  I have attended Religious 

School at Temple Sinai and, this year, I am in Sinai Teen Academy.  I want to thank Cantor Beth for teaching me my Torah 
and Haftorah portion.  She has been encouraging and positive and she knew I could achieve my best.  I also want to thank 
Rabbi Avi Levine for helping to guide me as I approach becoming a Bar Mitzvah.  I am looking forward to becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah and sharing the day with my family and friends. 
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CRUVANT LIBRARYCRUVANT LIBRARYCRUVANT LIBRARYCRUVANT LIBRARY�
�Do your kids and grandkids have more 
toys and stuff than they can possibly 
play with?  Stuck for a gift idea for the 
person on your list that has everything?   

A check for $18.00 will buy a book for 
our Library.   We will acknowledge your 
gift with a special Chanukkah card and 
announcement in the Shofar.  The book 
will have a bookplate showing the name 
of the child or grownup who is being 
honored.  It easy and a great way to 
show you care���

 
Library Hours: 

Sunday-Friday 10:00 am - Noon 
And during the Oneg Shabbat 

Shabbat Closed 
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MITZVAH MITZVAH MITZVAH MITZVAH     
MATTERSMATTERSMATTERSMATTERS    

Food Delivery ProjectFood Delivery ProjectFood Delivery ProjectFood Delivery Project    
                     Dick Arrow, Chair                     Dick Arrow, Chair                     Dick Arrow, Chair                     Dick Arrow, Chair    

Your Food Bank is DESPERATELY  in 
need of volunteer drivers to deliver.  In 
these difficult financial times,  more 
and more people request our services.  
Right now, we have sufficient food 
(thanks to your generosity at the High 
Holy Days) but we have had to turn 
people away!  We don’t have enough 
drivers.  Our Temple is very proud of 
our program and we help so many 
families.  Please call me (341-2558)  or 
Richard Arrow (324-9903) and sign up 
to give just a few hours of your time 
on Tuesday mornings.  We even need 
substitutes! 
As Hanukah approaches we start plan-
ning our family celebrations with can-
dles, latkes and gifts.  This year think 

about the many Jewish families who 
will not be having such a Happy  
Hanukah.  We deliver food to many 
who would love to look in their bags  
and find some special holiday foods or 
candles - or even a gift.  You can make 
this happen.  Leave a bag of goodies in 
the office prior to Hanukah - or you 
can make a check payable to Mitzvah 
Committee, Temple Sinai and leave it 
in my box. 
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***HELP WANTED******HELP WANTED******HELP WANTED******HELP WANTED***    
IMMEDIATE OPPORTUNITYIMMEDIATE OPPORTUNITYIMMEDIATE OPPORTUNITYIMMEDIATE OPPORTUNITY    

DO YOU LOVE BOOKS?DO YOU LOVE BOOKS?DO YOU LOVE BOOKS?DO YOU LOVE BOOKS?    
CAN YOU CLIMB THE CAN YOU CLIMB THE CAN YOU CLIMB THE CAN YOU CLIMB THE 

STAIRS?STAIRS?STAIRS?STAIRS?    
WE NEED WE NEED WE NEED WE NEED YOUYOUYOUYOU NOW!!! NOW!!! NOW!!! NOW!!!     

Bat Mitzvah ofBat Mitzvah ofBat Mitzvah ofBat Mitzvah of     
Dana SeibergDana SeibergDana SeibergDana Seiberg    
December 6, 2008December 6, 2008December 6, 2008December 6, 2008    
Hello, my name is Dana Seiberg.  I am currently in the 8th grade at Colonel Mitchell Paige Middle School, 
where I am an Honor Roll student.  I enjoy all aspects of the performing arts, especially singing, dancing 
and acting.  I am a member of National Charity League, and I love volunteering because I enjoy bringing 
happiness to those I have helped.  I would like to thank Rabbi Levine, Cantor Beth Garden, and all of my 
Hebrew school teachers who have helped me prepare for my big day.  I also want to thank my mom and 
dad for all of their love, help and support, my little sister Rachel for always being there for me, and all my 

family and friends for sharing in my joy at my Bat Mitzvah. 
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Executive Off icersExecutive Off icersExecutive Off icersExecutive Off icers    

Judi Gottesman, President 
Julie Rescigno, Vice President Finance 
Nancy Singer, Treasurer 
Rick Stein, Member at Large 
Jack Olshansky, Past President 
 
   

Board of DirectorsBoard of DirectorsBoard of DirectorsBoard of Directors    

Marcia Becker, Social Action Chair 
Eric Cowle, Brotherhood President 
Sharyn McKee, VP Membership and                

Programming 
Nancy Paull, VP Education 
Gloria Rudetsky, Recording Secretary  

and Sisterhood President 
Sheryl Lehmann, Tikvah Liaison 
Merv Lemmerman, Member at Large 
Howard Vogel, Ways & Means Chair 

StaffStaffStaffStaff     

Rabbi Avi Levine 
Cantor Beth Garden 
Katherine Mueller, Director of Education 
Debbie Midcalf, Director of Tikvah 
Donna Newcomb, Administrator 
Jennifer Feldstein, Admin. Asst. 
Toni Knorr, Admin. Asst. 
Buddy Ticman, Bookkeeper� �
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Patron BenefactorPatron BenefactorPatron BenefactorPatron Benefactor    
Shirley & Burton Kaplan 

JoAnn & Joel Kocen 
President’s CirclePresident’s CirclePresident’s CirclePresident’s Circle    

Marion & Dale Cowle 
Rita & Phillip Gershon 

Frank Goodman 
Judi Gottesman & 

Dori Brown 
Isabel & Jeffrey Louis 

Mitzie & Jack Olshansky 
Peter Solomon 

Patron Patron Patron Patron     
Leslie Todd & Morton Farina  

Joan & Lawrence Grill 
Sheryl & Melvin Sherman 
Beverly & Joseph Shore 
Nancy & Edward Singer 

Marcia & Rick Stein 
Carrie & Paul Stone 

Patricia & Marvin Weiss 
Diane & Sam Weiss 

MitzvahMitzvahMitzvahMitzvah    
Jean Carrus 

Barbara Gershenov 
Sima Hayutin 

Leslie & Joel Hirschberg 
Kathy Kapler 

Vernon Kozlen 
Reesa & Steve Manning 

Associate/Aff i l iate DonorsAssociate/Aff i l iate DonorsAssociate/Aff i l iate DonorsAssociate/Aff i l iate Donors    
Esther Arnold 

Eve & Edward Cohon 
Mollie Gole 

Judith & Howard Haft 
Anne Kalkstein 

Trudy & Leonard Kapner 
Ann & Jim Loeb 

Linda & Norman Pate 
Sondra & Alan Reitman 

Marilyn Rotenberg 
Marjorie & Harry J. Tobias 

Max Weil 
Mary Werksman 

Committees & Auxil iariesCommittees & Auxil iariesCommittees & Auxil iariesCommittees & Auxil iaries    

ExecutiveExecutiveExecutiveExecutive    
President:  Judi Gottesman 

Thursday, December 11, at 4:30 p.m. 

MembershipMembershipMembershipMembership    
Chair:  Sharyn McKee 

December 10, 10:30 a.m. 

Ritual PracticesRitual PracticesRitual PracticesRitual Practices    
Chair:  Dori Brown 

FinanceFinanceFinanceFinance    
Chair:  Julie Rescigno 

House & GroundsHouse & GroundsHouse & GroundsHouse & Grounds    
Chair:  Fred Fabricant 

Ways & MeansWays & MeansWays & MeansWays & Means    
Chair:  Howard Vogel 

SisterhoodSisterhoodSisterhoodSisterhood    
President:  Gloria Rudetsky 

December 9, 10:30 a.m. 

BrotherhoodBrotherhoodBrotherhoodBrotherhood    
President:  Eric Cowle 

EducationEducationEducationEducation    
Chair:  Allan Lehmann 

Social ActionSocial ActionSocial ActionSocial Action    
Chair: Marcia Becker 

December 19, 9:30 a.m. 
    

The Caring CommitteeThe Caring CommitteeThe Caring CommitteeThe Caring Committee    
Harriet Hill, Co-Chair 

Geri Needleman, Co-Chair 
Let us know who would appreciate 

our calling.   
Harriet Hill, Geri Needleman and  
Rabbi Levine are here for you.   
Call the Temple at 568-9699 
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You’ve all heard the expression, Eshes Chayil, and we know that it means “A Woman of Valor.”  There are many 
women of valor who are Sisterhood members and whose mitzvot enhance our Temple, our Sisterhood and our 
community.  Here are some of them: 

Zellah Arrow – Everyone talks about the great job that Richard does with the Food Bank, but remember, “Behind 
every man there’s a strong, dedicated woman,” and Zellah’s influence is immeasurable.  She helps Richard with all 

the paperwork and forms that are required by various governmental agencies monitoring the Food Bank.  She is from Winnipeg, 
Canada, and after college moved to Los Angeles, met and married Richard and has been his guiding light ever since.  Zellah is Sister-
hood’s corresponding secretary and she sets a mean table.  She makes paper plates and plastic forks look like a banquet at the finest 
restaurant (at Sisterhood luncheons, of course!) 

Bobbi Hoffman – Bobbi is Sisterhood’s treasurer.  She keeps the most incredibly accurate records of our finances and balances our 
books to the penny.  Bobbi maintains our membership lists and also keeps a record of the reservations for our luncheons and other 
events.  As chair of our annual Tri-City Luncheon, she works with the sisterhoods of Temple Beth Shalom and Temple Isaiah to en-
sure its success.  She helps set up for luncheons and runs all the ticket sales for Sisterhood events.  Bobbi is very active in her Sun 
City community, functioning as a district delegate and chair of the insurance committee.  Before retirement, Bobbi was an employee 
benefits consultant. 

Gail Jacobs – Gail single-handedly created the excellent, comprehensive library we have at Temple Sinai.  She is affectionately 
known in the community as The Mitzvah Lady.  Her involvement in the Food Bank is all-encompassing.  When Gail receives a plea 
for food she responds with a full heart to the caller.  Gail has been honored on many occasions by various community organizations 
for her selfless dedication to the needy.  Gail and Saul have been active volunteers at Temple Sinai and have dedicated themselves to 
making Temple Sinai a true haven for Jews.  Gail is a loyal Sisterhood member. 

Clarice Lubel  � �Clarice and her husband, Gabe, pack twenty-six bags of food every Tuesday morning.  They load their car and de-
liver these bags to twenty families in this area who look forward to receiving the food from Temple Sinai’s Food Bank.  Clarice was a 
public health nurse with Riverside County and also volunteered with the American Cancer Society.  She is currently on the Board of 
Directors of United Cerebral Palsy of the Inland Empire and volunteers at Healthy Families Foundation.  Clarice is also a member of 
Temple Sinai’s Membership Committee and greets worshippers as they arrive for Shabbat Services.  Clarice is an active member of 
Sisterhood and participates in all of our events. 

 

ANNOUNCING…ANNOUNCING…ANNOUNCING…ANNOUNCING…    
    TEMPLE SINAI’S SPRING SOIREE!!!TEMPLE SINAI’S SPRING SOIREE!!!TEMPLE SINAI’S SPRING SOIREE!!!TEMPLE SINAI’S SPRING SOIREE!!!    

Save the DateSave the DateSave the DateSave the Date    
Saturday, Apri l 25, 2009Saturday, Apri l 25, 2009Saturday, Apri l 25, 2009Saturday, Apri l 25, 2009    

For a fabulous evening of dining and entertainment!!!  The Ways and Means Committee is  
planning a special evening for all Temple members - singles, couples, young, not-so-young - to 
get together for the social event of the season right here at your Temple.  An outstanding served 
dinner is planned, plus the return visit of the “Rodeo Drive Productions” musicians and enter-
tainers, plus some surprises.  You won’t want to miss this special evening.  Watch for further 
details in the E-Shofar and the January Shofar.  Mark your calendars! 

�
! 
 � � � � 	 � � �" 
 � � � �

# � 
 � ��	 � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �	 � � � � � 
 	 � 
 � � �$%��&' ' ( �
) 
 � � � � � � �	 � � � 
 � � � � 
 � � �* +� ' ' � 
 	 � � � � � � �
 � � 
 � � �* , � ' ' �

" � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � -�
� � � � �� � � �	 
 �� . # � � �� � � � � � � � � �
/ � � � 
 � � �� �� 	 
 �� �	 � � � � 
 � �� 	 � � �

� �� 
 � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � / � 
 	 � � � � ! ���� � � , , '  0%0%�
�

�
� 1 2 3�� 4 3�# 1 � 355�

� 6 3� # 1 7�� � 1 8 6 1 � 7�&, ��&' ' ( � �$$-%' �1 ! �
+� 4 �1 8 8 6 1 ) �) 6 8 " 4 39 8 �9 / �� 4 3�� � � � 3� 4 9 9 # � �9 / �

� 3! . ) 3� �: 3� 4 �� 4 1 ) 9 ! �� � � 1 �1 4 �1 8 # �� �8 1 � �
" 9 8 ; � 3; 1 � �9 8 �: 3� 4 �� 4 1 ) 9 ! �

, ( , %%�" 9 6 8 � � 7�" ) 6 : �# � ��
: 3� ! 6 # 1 �# 6 8 3� ��" 1 �( &&' %�

" 
 ���: 
 � � 
 � 
 � � � � � � � � � , 0 '  &' '  %0%0�� � � � �	 � � � � 
 � �� 	 �

� � 42�
 +2�/ � 
 2<<� � 42�
 +2�/ � 
 2<<� � 42�
 +2�/ � 
 2<<� � 42�
 +2�/ � 
 2<<����
� � � 7-�@ 1�@: : 9� � � 7-�@ 1�@: : 9� � � 7-�@ 1�@: : 9� � � 7-�@ 1�@: : 9����


 2%� -2�� 7� � 7�� � � 7� 3�� ) 7� 22
 2%� -2�� 7� � 7�� � � 7� 3�� ) 7� 22
 2%� -2�� 7� � 7�� � � 7� 3�� ) 7� 22
 2%� -2�� 7� � 7�� � � 7� 3�� ) 7� 22����



" #$ � �� � ��� �  � %&� ' � � 	 	 
 � � (� ) � * � � � * � � � � � � � �

�
� 1 2 3�� 4 3�# 1 � 3555�
" 1 8 � 9 � . 1 ) 9 9 <1 555�

� 
 	 � 
 � � �=��&' ' (  

Since the newsletter has to go to press a few weeks before the 
month, please check with committee chairs to make sure there 
are no time or date changes to the calendar.  We apologize for 
any inconvenience. 
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Dear Congregation members: 

I want to tell you a little story. I took my daughter to college this  
August. She is going to ASU where the Jewish population is about 
2,500 students. There was a Hillel meeting for parents, and one of the 
parents asked if the Rabbi could call her son on Fridays and remind 

him to come to services. Rabbi Lee (who has been there for his entire career of 36 
years!) said something like:  “Have you belonged to a Temple? Have you gone to 
services with your child? Have you given him a good Jewish upbringing? If so, he 
will come on his own. If not, it is a little late for me to be nagging him.” 

On parents’ weekend, I went to the service and stayed for Shabbat dinner which 
they offer for free every Friday (Judi Gottesman’s family were there also.)  There 
were about  50 children and parents at the service; some stayed for dinner and more 
kids just came for dinner. 

My point is, college is too late to expect a child to “become” more religious. The 
future of Judaism is in our hands. If you have children, please don’t quit the Temple 
after the Bar/Bat Mitzvah. Commit to confirmation. Be a role model, not a pushover. 
If you know of families with religious school-age children, encourage them to  come 
in and check out the Temple. We will not turn anyone away! 

On another note, we are hoping to get more information about unaffiliated Jews 
from the Federation demographic study. It seems there are about 12,000 Jews in the 
Valley with perhaps 1,200 affiliated. Where are the rest? Har El and Sun City can 
not account for the rest. It is up to all of us to encourage unaffiliated friends and 
relatives to come and see the Temple. Bring them to a service. Have them talk to 
Donna. We do not turn anyone away!! As I said—”It Takes more than a Temple-it 
takes you! 
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Dec 6:  Vayetze, Gen 28:10Dec 6:  Vayetze, Gen 28:10Dec 6:  Vayetze, Gen 28:10Dec 6:  Vayetze, Gen 28:10---- 32:332:332:332:3    
This portion is bracketed by two dreams 
of Jacob, in which he is treated to divine 
revelations.  Both come at times of peril, 
the first as Jacob flees the wrath of his 
brother Esau, and the second as he pre-
pares to escape his uncomfortable asso-
ciation with his father-in-law Laban.  We 
can read these dreams as divine interven-
tions in Jacob’s life, with God offering 
reassurance and guidance to Jacob.  Or, 
we can see each event as a metaphor for 
a leap of faith, at junctures when Jacob 
has recognized his current situation as 
untenable.  He decides to break with the 
status quo each time, knows that the 
consequences of his action are unpredict-
able, and takes a chance that he will be 
able to deal with whatever comes his 
way.  In each case, he’s making a deal 
with himself as much as with God.  (I 
write this just as the results of the 2008 
presidential election become clear.  It 

seems apt, either taken collectively, for 
America, or for its new leader.) 
Dec 13:  Vayishlach, Gen 32:4Dec 13:  Vayishlach, Gen 32:4Dec 13:  Vayishlach, Gen 32:4Dec 13:  Vayishlach, Gen 32:4----36:4336:4336:4336:43    
After Jacob wrestles with an unnamed 
man, he says “I have seen God face to 
face” (Gen. 32:31).  After daybreak, 
when he has his feared reunion with his 
brother Esau, he says to Esau “I have 
seen your face, as though I had seen 
the face of God” (Gen. 33:1).  The simi-
larity of Jacob’s two statements begs 
for a connection to be made.  Rashi 
connects them doubly.  First, Rashi 
says that Jacob’s wrestling opponent 
was Esau’s guardian angel, so the faces 
would have been alike.  That seems to 
me to be a tenuous connection.  Rashi 
offers another:  Jacob is issuing a 
veiled threat to Esau:  If I could best 
God, imagine what I could do to you. 
Dec 20:  Vayeshev, Gen 37:1Dec 20:  Vayeshev, Gen 37:1Dec 20:  Vayeshev, Gen 37:1Dec 20:  Vayeshev, Gen 37:1----40:2340:2340:2340:23    
Genesis Chapter 38 is a standalone 

story that interrupts the narrative flow 
of the Joseph story.  Tamar shames 
Judah, her father-in-law, into a public 
acknowledgement of the wrong he did 
her.   Later in the Joseph story, Judah 
becomes the spokesman for and moral 
leader of the brothers.  An implication 
to be drawn is that Judah’s open own-
ing of his bad behavior was a sign of 
personal growth, that made him worthy 
of the mantle of leadership. 
Dec 27:  Miketz, Gen 41:1Dec 27:  Miketz, Gen 41:1Dec 27:  Miketz, Gen 41:1Dec 27:  Miketz, Gen 41:1----44:1744:1744:1744:17    
Richard Friedman discusses whether 
Joseph’s rise to power belongs with the 
genre of tales from many cultures, in 
which a young man makes good at a 
royal court through his cleverness.  
Friedman concludes that Joseph’s story 
stands apart from this story-type, be-
cause Joseph initially “succeeds because 
he can interpret dreams, apparently by 
revelation rather than by his own in-
sight.” 
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Cantorpalooza Cantorpalooza Cantorpalooza Cantorpalooza is Back!!!is Back!!!is Back!!!is Back!!!    

Sunday, January 4thSunday, January 4thSunday, January 4thSunday, January 4th    

 7:30 p.m. 7:30 p.m. 7:30 p.m. 7:30 p.m.    
    It was wonderful before and 
will be as wonderful this year!!   
We hope to have a sell-out. I 
know you will want to see and 
hear all the wonderful Cantors 
including popular Ilan Davidson 
and our own Cantor Beth as 
well as many others. January 
4th is the date. There will be 2 
ticket prices: $100 for reserved 
seats and post concert reception; 
$25 for general seating, Chil-
dren under 17 are free!! Tickets 
will be available in December.  
Call 568-9699.   I hope to see 
you all there!! 
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Join UsJoin UsJoin UsJoin Us    

Hanukah Dinner 
Bring your own Hanukiah to kindle the 

Hanukah lights 
December 26, 2008, Immediately following 

5:45 Hanukah Shabbat T’fillah 
Call 568-9699 for Reservations 
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Tables of 8 and 10 reserved only with total payment 
at the time of reservation 

Adults $30 members/$35 non-members 

Children (8-12) $12/$15 

Children (under 8) $5/$7 


